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Heath and Caryssa Van Zandt are our newest approved IBFI Church Planters. The Van Zandts have one daughter, Fort Worth, Texas 76108

Salem. Bro. Heath is finishing his last semester at Norris Bible Baptist Seminary, and feels called to plant a church in PAID
Rhome, Texas. He will be graduating in May, with a B.A. in Bible Studies. Bro. Heath has been T NN FT. WORTH, TX
on staff at Santa Fe Drive Baptist Church in Weatherford, TX, since March of 2018. 1ty Al ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED PERMIT # 2182

Pastor Tony Thomas writes; “Brother Heath has done a great job teaching our young people and helping them
have a greater knowledge and understanding of the Word of God. During his time with us, he has preached on
a monthly basis, taught a discipleship class, preached at the nursing home, cleaned the building, maintained
the church grounds, has been active on door-to-door visitation, and does anything he has been asked to do”

Property searches for a meeting place for this church plant are currently underway, with plans to begin the
church this summer. I encourage you to prayerfully consider your support for this ministry.

Serving the Lord
NEWS FROM @ @ @ S in Caxias do Sul,
Southern Brazil
In view of the COVID-19

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, e , - situation, the monthly meetings
have been randomly held with

UPCOMING EVENTS

2020 was full of uncertainties, but we found blessings from our Creator throughout the year. We both passed
2020 with good health, and God continued to provide all the finances we needed despite the pandemic and
economic troubles. The mission work continues without any extreme difficulties, and we have been able to
adjust our ways of church activities around pandemic restrictions without compromising Biblical principles.

scheduled meetings to start in
.J the near future.
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The end of the year came with a great blessing: our daughter and son-in-law

Joneia and Jeremy Bennett, arrived for a two month visit, and short missions’ trip. They both are such

a blessing with projects around the house, as well as helping lighten the load with the church work.

Both of them helped with our December youth activity. Jeremy is song leading, and Joneia is playing our o e e

Q-Chord in the services and helping teach the children. We have plans to st e
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soon get out and do some door-to-door visitation with them. : " 3 E.IP I MS SI.OI]_ Agency 2 :

Tuesday-Thursday,
October 12-14, 2021
HOTEL INFORMATION Location to be determined

Full details will be at the
402 N. Jim Wright Fwy. IBFI website: www.ibfi.us

Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-246-6800

(-
We were able to make several visits in November to those who have 201 West Loop, I-820

Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-246-8777

| dropped off participating in the church services. Please be in prayer for
the brethren here. Though we felt we were able to encourage them, fear of
getting sick and lack of commitment to the Lord are hindering many from a faithful return.
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With local church sent missionaries serving in

The average attendance for church services steadily averaged seventeen. Considering all who faithfully ~ Bl 229 Clifford Center Drive 3541 NW Loop 820
attend and those who were hit-and-miss with the services, the COVID-19 situation basically cut the < 3 Lot o, 1 S Fort Worth, TX 76106
church participation in half. SHomiHtcy Republic 817-312-9987 817-744-7755
. * Guatemala
On the more positive side, our online services through Facebook have been watched by several of our acquaintances who have never s Hogidiiras
visited the church services. If they have watched to the end, they definitely heard of the need of a Redeemer and the promise of eternal s - 5825 Quebec St. 500 North Jim Wright Freeway
life in Jesus Christ. We also have a web page which has a great Gospel tract presentation. It is all in Portuguese, but if you want to check T ' - iy el AL Fort Worth, TX 76135 White Settlement, TX 76108
: s . . . N * Mexico : fieaneirt QR S Us CHAISBHE Sane vesTEROAY, Al 877-537-2062
it out, it is ibvserragaucha.com. We plan soon to have internet links to our preaching and discipleship. ] N HeAg ARG L0 DY AND £ 0% ek
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Help us expand to reach around the world!

+ Successful evangelistic outreach. Visit us on the web: wwwiiblius  email: missionoffice & ibii.us

« More laborers in the harvest.
« Spiritual growth and encouragement of the believers.
« God’s grace and mercy for the health and finances of the congregation.

The following officers have each served three years and WILL NOT be eligible for re-election:
Declaring Christ to the Wyrld by Training Preachers
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In His service, Pastor Barry Bedwell, Pastor Phillip Blackwell, Pastor Mark Brown, Pastor Eric Crawford, Pastor Tyler Gillit, Pastor David Grice, Pastor Dale Harris, Sr., please call President Dr. Willie Weaver at 817-480-8573.
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PRAYER: POWER, PROMINENCE,
AND PRODUCTIVITY

Dr. Raymond W. Barber,
IBFI President Emeritus

(Series of Articles on Prayer)
NUMBER THREE

PRAYER, PRAYERS, PRAYING

Are you aware of the possibilities wrought by prayer?

The Word of God comforts us with admonitions to pray and with examples of
sincere prayers.

The Bible offers the following references on prayer:

—
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. Prayer and forgiveness: Matthew 5:22-26

. Prayer associated with hypocrisy: Matthew 6:5-7
. Prayer when in peril: Matthew 8:23-27

. Prayer for the harvest: Matthew 9:37,38

. Prayer born of distress: Matthew 14:28-30

. Prayer in the life of Christ: Mark 1:35

. Prayer together with fasting: Mark 2:15

. Prayer at the ascension: Luke 24:49-53

. Prayer in Jesus’ name: John 14:13-15

. Prayer and the Word: Acts 6:4-7

. Prayer for safety in travel: Romans 1:8-15

. Prayer for unity: Romans 15:5

1L,
. Prayer accessing God’s throne: Ephesians 2:18
13,
16.
175
18.
19.

Prayer and the Christian’s status: Ephesians 1:1-11

Prayer in the spiritual warfare: Ephesians 6:18,19
Prayer and peace: Philippians 4:6.7

Prayer associated with God’s will: Hebrews 12:9
Prayer for wisdom from above: James 5:1-7
Prayer associated with praise: Revelation 5:9

The list above does not by any means exhaust the scope of prayers and praying,
but it gives us some pertinent references to guide and inspire any Christian’s
prayer life.

GUARANTEED FORMULA FOR ANSWERED PRAYER
Life has few guarantees that are backed up by reliable sources, but there is
a formula for answered prayer that has the backing of Heaven and all its
resources:

1. Abide in Jesus—John 15:7.

2. Ask in Jesus’ name—John 14:13,14.

3. Ask in faith believing—Mark 11:24.

When we work, we work: when we pray, God works. Why settle for less when
God wants to give you His best. Christian, it is yours for the asking! Jesus
meant it when He said in Matthew 7:7-10:
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you:

For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened.

Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him
a stone?

Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?”

« When the sky is dark, prayer brings the light of glory.
« When the heart is drooping, prayer brings the joy of the Lord.
« When the burden is heavy, prayer lightens the load.
« When the way is uncertain, prayer discovers a new path.
» When the mind is cluttered, prayer clears the cobwebs.
» When hope is gone, prayer brings a new lease on life.
» When the body is weak, prayer brings recovery.

PRAY AND KEEP ON PRAYING ‘TIL THE ANSWER COMES!

THE STRENGTH OF A FELLOWSHIP

Dr. Willie Weaver,
IBFI President

I am thankful to be president of the Independent
Baptist Fellowship International (IBFI). The IBFI has
emphasized, from our very beginning, the “back to the
basics” of fundamentalism philosophy. This year will
be the 37th year of the existence of the IBFI, and we
are still unchanged in our philosophy and fundamental position. In our bylaws,
the purpose of the fellowship is stated in the following way: “The purpose of this
Fellowship shall be: to obey the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ as
recorded in Matthew 28:18-20, by united effort through missions, school, and
publications; however, the churches of the Independent Baptist Fellowship
International are independent, autonomous bodies which voluntarily cooperate
for this purpose.” Our purpose has not changed.

There is a great emphasis on missions in the IBFIL. Bro. John Peeples is our
Missions Director. He and his wife Shirley (who works in the IBFI missions
office) are former missionaries to Brazil. They have a heart for missions and
missionaries, and they are doing
a great job as they serve. We have
recently added new missionaries
and home missions projects. In
the Fall meeting last October,
three of our Norris Bible Baptist
Seminary graduates, Zack Doty,
Tony Roa, and Jacob Luman were
approved by the general assembly
as an IBFI church planting-
revitalization ministry. They are working together as a team and have formed the
Antioch Baptist Church Planters. Heath Van Zandt, another one of our students,
who is scheduled to graduate this May, was approved in January of this year as an
IBFI Home Missionary. He is in the process of finalizing plans in the north Texas
area, where he plans to plant a church. Our graduating students of the Norris
Bible Baptist Seminary have a burning desire to launch out and do something for
the Lord. This excites my soul as I am sure it does yours.

Another of our united efforts to carry out the Great Commission is the Norris
Bible Baptist Seminary (NBBS). Dr. Jonathan Stewart, President, is providing
great leadership and vision. The year 2020 was very challenging, but the Seminary
continued and our students are back on campus this semester now with an
excited and unified student body. Norris Bible Baptist Seminary is unique by
design, and teaches the whole English Bible along with practical teaching in
other areas. All of the instructors are preachers and their wives who are presently
ministering churches. Your investment is paying great dividends in souls being
saved, churches being planted, and in some cases students becoming pastors of
established churches, and surrendering to become missionaries. How wonderful
and exciting to be a part of this kind of fundamental, back to basics seminary. The
support of Norris Bible Baptist Seminary is one of the main reasons for the IBFL.

Of course, our publication, the SEARCHLIGHT is also an important division
of the IBFI. The Searchlight keeps us informed as to what is happening in the
fellowship. There are articles of inspiration by Dr. Raymond Barber, our President
Emeritus, as well as others. We are able to keep up with missionaries, alumni, and
upcoming events. Thank you for your investment in the IBFI and its ministries.
The Independent Baptist Fellowship International is strong and has a great
future.

Speaking of upcoming events, the Lord willing, we are planning to have the
annual IBFI meeting, May 17-20, 2021, here in Fort Worth, Texas, at the IBFI
campus. OUR OFFERING GOAL FOR THIS YEAR IS $60,000. We were able
to meet that goal last year, even though we were not able to meet because of the
pandemic, so I truly believe we can meet it again this year!

With our theme as CHRIST IS THE ANSWER, we have a wonderful program
planned with an exciting line up of preachers. More information with details will
be coming. You do not want to miss it. God bless you as you reach precious,
eternal souls for Jesus!

OUR 37™ GRADUATING CLASS!

Jonathan J. Stewart,
NBBS President

“MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT..”

IT CORINTHIANS 12:9
Last year’s NBBS graduates persevered
through the sudden onslaught of the
COVID-19 epidemic from the middle of
March, to the middle of May, only to have to wait until the evening
of the Opening Day Rally for the new school year (August 11), for
their commencement service and diploma.

This year’s NBBS graduates have had to deal with the same virus
throughout the fall and spring semesters. They have had to wear
masks, social distance, and refrain from shaking hands with their
fellow students and faculty. They have also had to live-stream classes
during times of quarantining. Some of these periods of quarantine
were schoolwide and some were individual. The virus affected them
in various ways throughout the school year, even if it did not directly
infect them. However they are "finishing the course” with great
devotion.

In spite of all the health-related distractions, the recent severe
cold snap, and the issues that accompanied it, the fall and spring
semester has been characterized by a very spiritual tone. The new
students that joined us in the fall and in the spring, brought with
them a hunger for the Word of God and a thirst for spiritual growth
that was “right up there” with the upper class men. The dedication
also of administrative staff, and our faculty - who showed great
flexibility and love for the students, as well as our supporting
churches and individuals contributed to the success of our 37th
year. The financially firm establishment of the Raymond Wesley
Barber and Mary Helen Barber Scholarship Fund, assisting full-
time students with 1/8 of their tuition costs each semester, and the
strong fellowship offerings of 2020, clearly demonstrate how much
God has been at work at NBBS!

In honor of Dr. Barber’s 70 years in ministry a check was given to NBBS
by Worth Baptist Church for the Barber Scholarship Fund

We see this May, as a time of great victory for our school and for
our 2021 graduates!

CLASS OF 2021 - A STELLAR CLASS BOTH
ACADEMICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY

Lee Davis is 49 years of age. He is
married to Laura Davis. Lee has been
a plumber by trade since 1990, and
an RMP Master Plumber since 2010.
He has been an evangelist since 2010,
and he was ordained to the ministry
in 2017. He is sent out of the Central
Baptist Church in Chico, Texas, where

NBBS alumnus Fred Ferren is the pastor. Lee serves in various
capacities in his home church, such as overseeing the youth ministry,
while also conducting revival services in other churches, or filling
the pulpit for pastors as requested. Bro. Davis began attending NBBS
in the Spring of 2017, and he is graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Biblical Studies with a Major in Bible and a Minor in Church
Ministry. He has been a top-notch student, as well as a very positive
influence and mentor to the student body in general and a joy to
the faculty. He is a musician, singer, a Christian song writer, and
has ministered to the student body through his music in various
ways. A hymn he wrote, “Oh What A Hope”, will soon be available
to churches. One song he sings, "Thank You Lord For Loving Me,"
embodies so much of what we know about Lee’s love for the Lord.
He has also been a timely source of practical help to the seminary via
his skill as a plumber. He has much appreciated his education, and
approached every class he has taken with a great zeal to learn.

Zack Doty is 36 years of age. He is
married to Charish, and they have four
children. The children are home
schooled by their mother. Zack has run
his own IT (Information Technology)
business for thirteen years, and has
been exemplary in so many ways as a
student. He has been a consultant and
hands on help to the seminary on a
regular basis in all things related to computers and the internet.
When the seminary went to live-streaming classes during the
COVID-19 lockdown starting in mid May of 2020, and thereafter
when quarantining was necessary, during the fall semester, Zack was
key to making it all work. He surrendered to the ministry under the
pastorate of Roy Webster, pastor of the Grayson Bible Baptist Church,
Sherman, Texas. Prior to Bro. Webster’s ministry, Zack and Charish
had been under the pastorate of Eddy Johnson, at Grayson Bible
Baptist Church. Until just recently, he served as the youth director in
the Central Baptist Church, Gainesville, Texas, where Tyler Bittner is
pastor. The Dotys assisted in the youth department when Bro. Bittner
was the youth director at Grayson, who played a key role in their
surrendering to the ministry. Zack and Charish were approved as
IBFI home missionaries in October of 2020. He and his wife are
founding members of the Antioch Baptist Church Planting
ministry along with Tony and Melissa Roa, and Jacob and Lindy
Luman. The Dotys are sent out by the Central Baptist Church of
Gainesville, Texas. Zack drove over 100 miles one way to NBBS
from Bells, Texas, for the majority of his time of schooling. He
relocated to Gainesville, Texas, toward the last third of his time of
schooling with the seminary, which was still a drive of some 70
miles one way. He very rarely missed class, and has an excellent
academic record. Bro. Doty will be receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in
Biblical Studies with a Major in Bible,and a Minor in Pastoral Ministry.

Caroline Miller initially encountered
NBBS when accompanying her
granddaughter who was enrolling in
the seminary. In the course of my
conversation with her and her
granddaughter about the school,
Caroline inquired into the possibility of
pursuing a one-year Bible certificate.
Soon though, she was considering the
two-year associate's degree. Before the session was over, she had
decided to pursue a four-year bachelor’s degree. Caroline had wanted

to attend Bible school for many years, but running a business with her
late husband, had for many years precluded it. She not only secured a
bachelor’s degree from Texas Women’s University, Denton, Texas, in
2001 with a major in music, but she has been a church pianist for many
years, as well as a Sunday School teacher, and the leader of a women’s
Bible study. Mrs. Miller also teaches private piano lessons not only to
individuals of all ages, but has done so for NBBS students. She has been
an excellent student, is a wonderful pianist and has shared the piano
playing role in chapel. She is loved and much appreciated by the
student body, She has done much research, in keeping with her studies
at NBBS, on women hymn writers and their songs, a group of writers
that numbers well over 100. This academic pursuit will result in it
becoming an additional part of our curriculum for one of our courses,
especially for women, entitled Great Women of Church History. Caroline
is a member of Central Baptist Church of Denton, Texas, where Paul
Shelton is pastor. Caroline will be receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in
Biblical Studies with a Major in Bible, and a Minor in Church Ministry.

Melissa Roa, the wife of Tony Roa, who
graduated from NBBS in 2020, is
graduating this May with a four-year
degree from NBBS. The Roas have two
children, whom Mrs. Roa homeschools.
The Roas were approved as IBFI Home
Missionaries in October of 2020. They
served several years at Countryside Baptist
Church, Mansfield, Texas, where Claude
Sutton is pastor. This church is their sending church, as the Roas are one
of three couples who make up the Antioch Baptist Church Planters
ministry. Melissa has been an outstanding student. Among many
things she did while a student at NBBS, was to typeset several of Dr.
Louis Entzminger’s books for use by NBBS, as well as typesetting
several of my studies for school use. She also recently transcribed Dr.
Barber’s handwritten notes, for his newest book, a daily devotional
guide entitled, Take Time To Be Holy. Mrs. Roa will be receiving a
Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical Studies with a Major in Bible and a Minor
in Church Ministry.

Heath Van Zandt is 24 years of age. He is
married to Caryssa Van Zandt. They have
one child and Caryssa is due to give birth
to their second child in July. Heath was
another outstanding student in every way
throughout his years of schooling at NBBS.
Heath and Casryssa surrendered to full-
time ministry while members of the
Pleasantview Baptist Church, Arlington,
Texas, where Jimmy McNeil is the Pastor. Bro.Van Zandt has served on
staff for three years as both the Assistant Pastor and Youth Director at
Santa Fe Baptist Church in Weatherford, Texas, where Tony Thomas is
the pastor. The Van Zandt’s were approved this past January, as IBFI
Home Missionaries. The couple has just begun deputation as they are
preparing to plant a church in Rhome, Texas, and are sent out of the
Santa Fe Baptist Church. Heath is graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Biblical Studies with a Major in Bible and a Pastoral Minor. His wife
Caryssa plans to graduate from NBBS next year with a four-year
degree. The Van Zandt’s have shown a great zeal in learning and for
teaching the Bible to others, and in witnessing and discipling. They
have shown great steadiness in their walk with the Lord.

Michael Wiggins is 44 years old. He
graduated from the Norris Bible Baptist
Institute in 2000. He is now graduating
from NBBS with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Biblical Studies with a Major in Bible and a
Pastoral Minor. He has taught several
courses at the school throughout the years.
He has pastored two churches, been an
evangelist, and has been the assistant
pastor of the Heritage Baptist Church of Haslet, Texas for many years,
which is pastored by alumnus Eric Crawford. In his ministry at Heritage
Baptist Church, Bro. Wiggins directs the music program, has assisted in
many ways at their Christian school, teaches a Sunday school class, and
often fills the pulpit, and preaches out from time to time in revival
services. Bro. Wiggins served as the Administrator of NBBS for one-year
(2015-2016), to assist me in the reestablishing of the school into again
being singularly a preacher training institution of men, and their wives.
An emphasis that also includes preparing women who have surrendered
their lives in service to the Lord. He is married to Donya Wiggins, who is
also a NBBS alumnus. Not only was Bro. Wiggins a great help that year
in getting so much of the facilities and furnishings greatly upgraded,
and the program of the school running smoothly, but he has continued
to be a steady source of help as a faculty member. He is warmly received
by the student body. The Wiggins have three adult children. All three are
active members at Heritage Baptist Church.

Tyler Yates is 23 years of age and is single.
Throughout Tyler’s schooling he has been a
very active member of the Iglesia Bautista
Nuevos Horizontes of Fort Worth, Texas,
(New Horizons Baptist Church), where
Javier Garza is the pastor. Bro. Garza’s wife
Darla, is the daughter of veteran IBFI
missionaries Danny and Michelle Jones.
Tyler grew up on the mission field as
his parents, Earl and Yolanda Yates served as missionaries to Mexico.
Tyler entered NBBS with a desire to learn more of the Bible and with a
burden to help missionaries in their deputation. He primarily desired to
assist them with their video presentations so they could more effectively
introduce themselves and their vision for their field of ministry to
churches. Before too long, he began to sense a burden to preach, and
soon settled into preparing himself for the preaching ministry. At his
church, he has been under the mentorship of Bro. Garza. Tyler has
headed up the youth ministry for two and a half years, and often preaches
in the church. He has been an enthusiastic student, and a very positive
presence to his fellow students at Norris. His warmth and zeal for
God’s Word, telling others about Christ, and discipling believers, have
characterized him throughout his time of schooling at the seminary. He
has been another solid student of the Word of God like his fellow
graduates. Tyler is graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical Studies
with a Major in Bible and a Pastoral Minor.

wl %

All the above students have not only been superb students academically
and in deportment, but they have been very actively serving the Lord
in their churches. They are an addition to many students who have gone
before them who have been good stewards of the education afforded
them by churches and individuals who have through the years supported
the seminary financially and prayerfully. Perseverance, character, and
Christlikeness in general have characterized them all. They have
inspired the faculty and fellow students with their devotion.

"Ye also helping together by prayer for us"
IT Corinthians 1:11

Tracking Dinosaur Footprints and Movre!

NBBS Bi-Annual Week of Concentrated Study - March 23-26, 2021

During Each of Our 17-Week Semesters, We Suspend Regular Classes and Conduct a
Four-Day Study on Topics of Special Relevance to Training Preachers for the Ministry

Noab’s Flood was the focus of study in the form of excavating for three days and touring the Creation Evidence
Museum for one day (Tuesday through Friday - 10:00 AM-4:00 PM). Both aspects of our involvement were led by Dr.
Carl Baugh, the Director of the Creation Evidence Museum, Glen Rose, Texas. The excavation was at a site reserved in
the recent past for NBBS, and is within a much larger area being leased by CEM that is also being excavated in various
locations by CEM staff. Our area was first thoroughly cleaned and prepared by the students before the excavation got
under way. In days ahead, there will be intermittent excavations done under CEM’s tutelage with small and large
groups as an ongoing auxiliary aspect to the students’ education in the following course subjects: Genesis 1-11; Biblical
Structure, World History History Overview, Bible Doctrine III - Anthropology, Apologetics, Personal Evangelism, and
Creation Science. There are dinosaur tracks already uncovered in the immediate area, as well as other features related to
paleontology. The pictures below are exemplary of the activities of NBBS students throughout the four days of the stud.
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Having such a significant location within an hours drive of the seminary, as well as the ICR Discovery Center in Dallas, Texas,
also easily within driving distance, is a great asset to the school. Many of our students have visited the Answers in Genesis Creation
Museum and its Noah’s Ark Museum in Kentucky. Dr. J. Frank Norris was strong in his denunciation of evolution through-
out his years of ministry as a pastor and a professor at the old Bible Baptist Seminary, Ft. Worth, after which NBBS is patterned.



